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CANTORUM CHOIR 

Patron 

Ralph Allwood MBE 

Cantorum Choir is a dedicated and talented choir of approximately forty voices, 
based in Cookham, Berkshire. Under the directorship of Elisabeth Croft, the ensemble 
continues to earn itself a reputation as one of the leading chamber choirs in the area. 
The choir boasts a wide-ranging repertoire and performs professional-quality concerts 
across the year. At the Choir of the Year 2014 auditions earlier this year, Cantorum 
‘grabbed the judges’ attention’ and were a Choir of the Day, earning full marks for 
Technical achievement and Musicality: ‘A truly beautiful performance.’ Cantorum was 
subsequently placed fifth nationally in the Adult Choir category. 

Sopranos 

Louise Evans, Kirsty Janusz 
Jenny Knight, Julia Millard 

Hilary Monaghan, Louise Smyth 
Joy Strzelecki, Deborah Templing 

Philippa Wallace 
 

Altos 
Bridget Bentley, Jill Burton 

Jami Castell, Sarah Evans 
Anne Glover, Sandy Johnstone 

Angela Plant, Elspeth Scott 
Chiu Sung, Lorna Sykes 

Gill Tucker 

Tenors 

Anthony Dowlatshahi, Philip Martineau, 
John Pallot, Peter Roe 

Malcolm Stork, John Timewell 
 

 
 

Basses 
Derek Beaven, John Buck 

Arthur Creswell, Gordon Donkin 
David Hazeldine, Ed Millard 

Paul Seddon, Danny Smyth 

Keyboard and Continuo played by 
Cantorum’s Assistant Music Director 

Jozef Janik 

We are very pleased to welcome Akina Strings to play with us for this concert 

http://www.cantorumchoir.org.uk/cantorum-about-people.php
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Elisabeth Croft (née Toye)—Music Director 

Elisabeth is a graduate of Birmingham University and 
also of the Royal Academy of Music, where she won the 
2004 Michael Head Prize for English Song and the 2005 
Arthur Bliss Prize for twentieth Century music. In 2008, 
she won the A.E.S.S. Patricia Routledge National Prize 
for English Song and has subsequently built a busy and 
successful career as a professional soprano, vocal 
coach, and choral trainer. She has for some years been 
working with Berkshire Maestros (The Young Musicians 
Trust) and is currently director of Berkshire Young Voices, the 
county training choir. She is also a regular tutor for the 
National Youth Choirs of Wales. 

This year, Cantorum Choir is supporting 

The Society was formed in October 
1982 by a group of parents whose 
children were suffering from or had died 
from neuroblastoma, a very aggressive 
childhood cancer affecting children up 
to about the age of 14 years. 

Neuroblastoma affects around 
100 children each year in the UK. 
It usually affects children under 
the age of five, and can occur 
before a child is born. It is the 
most common solid tumour in 
childhood after brain tumours. 

The charity’s sole purpose is the relief of 
children suffering from neuroblastoma. 
The Society also offers an opportunity 
for parents to give each other mutual 
help, support and comfort. 

http://neuroblastoma.org.uk 

Berkshire Autistic Society was set 
up in 1990 by parents of children with 
autism, autism-related problems, 
Asperger Syndrome and challenging 
behaviours. Today, BAS has made a 
positive difference to hundreds of 
individuals and families affected by 
Autistic Spectrum Conditions (ASCs) 
in Berkshire. 

• To enhance the support 
currently available with the 
purpose of improving the 
quality of life for children and 
adults with ASC, their carers 
and families. • To promote 
p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s , 
acceptance, understanding 
and inclusion of children and 
adults with ASC. 
 

http://www.autismberkshire.org.uk 

There will be a retiring collection on behalf of 
these two charities after tonight’s performance. 
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1     Sinfonia (Overture) 

2 Recit.    Comfort ye my people     (Malcolm Stork Tenor) 

3 Air     Ev’ry valley shall be exalted 

4 Chorus   And the glory of the Lord 

5 Recit.    Thus saith the Lord     (Derek Beaven Bass) 

6 Air     But who may abide?     (Kirsty Janusz Soprano) 

7 Chorus   And he shall purify 

8 Recit.    Behold, a virgin shall conceive   (Anne Glover Alto) 

9 Air and Chorus  O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion  

10 Recit.   For behold, darkness     (Ed Millard Bass) 

11 Air    The people that walked in darkness 

12 Chorus   For unto us a child is born 

13     Pifa (Pastoral Symphony) 

14 (a) Recit.   There were shepherds     (Philippa Wallace Soprano) 

 (b) Recit.   And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them 

15 Recit.   And the angel said unto them 

16 Recit.   And suddenly there was with the angel 

17 Chorus   Glory to God 

18 Air    Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion  (Louise Smyth Soprano) 

19 Recit.   Then shall the eyes of the blind  (Sandy Johnstone Alto) 

20 Air    He shall feed his flock (Sandy Johnstone Alto, Julia Millard Soprano) 

21 Chorus   His yoke is easy, and his burthen is light 

George Frideric Handel (1685—1759) 

MESSIAH Part 1 

INTERVAL—Glass of mulled wine or soft drink served free 

     Items in Bold are for everyone to sing 

1  Choir   In Dulci Jubilo (German traditional. Arr. Jacques) 

2  Everyone  It came upon the Midnight Clear 

3  Choir   The Huron Carol (Canadian traditional. Arr. Bacon) 

4  Choir   The Oxen (Written for Cantorum 1988 Ian Hillier. Poem by Thomas Hardy) 

5  Choir   A Maiden Most Gentle (French traditional. Arr. Carter) 

6  Everyone  O Come All Ye Faithful 

7  Choir   I saw three Ships (English traditional. Arr. Willcocks) 

8  Choir   Love came down at Christmas (John Rutter. Poem by Christina Rossetti) 

9  Everyone  Hark! the Herald Angels sing 

10  Choir   Have yourself a merry little Christmas (Martin & Blanc. Arr. Gritton) 

11  Choir   We wish you a Merry Christmas (West Country traditional. Arr. Warrell) 
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O come, all ye faithful 

1 
O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold him 
Born the king of angels 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!  
 
2 
God of God, 
Light of Light, 
Lo! He abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
Very God, 
Begotten not created; 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

3 
See how the shepherds, 
Summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
We too will thither 
Bend our joyful footsteps: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
4 
Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 
Glory to God 
In the highest: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

It came upon the midnight clear 

1  
It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold: 
“Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
From heav’n’s all-gracious King!” 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing.  
 
2 
Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful wings unfurled; 
And still their heav’nly music floats 
O’er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lonely plains 
They bend on hov’ring wing; 
And ever o’er its Babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing.  

3 
Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
The world has suffered long; 
Beneath the angel strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong; 
And man, at war with man, hears not 
The love-song which they bring: 
O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 
And hear the angels sing! 
 
4 
For lo! The days are hastening on, 
By prophet bards foretold, 
When, with the ever-circling years, 
Comes round the age of gold; 
When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendours fling, 
And the whole world send back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 

For everyone to sing 

Help Cantorum Choir just by shopping online. 
Give as you Live is an award-winning fundraising platform for 
charities. Shop with your favourite stores, and a donation from 
the retailer will be made to Cantorum Choir without costing 
you a penny extra. Compare prices and shop at thousands of 
leading stores like Amazon, Expedia and John Lewis. 
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/charity/cantorumchoir 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/charity/cantorumchoir
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1 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th’angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born King. 
 
2 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail th’incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born King. 

3 
Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Ris’n with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born King. 
 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

 

 

 

 

 

Devine Flowers 

wish Cantorum 
 

Every success with their Christmas Concert. 
 

Wishing all our customers & friends 

A very Happy Christmas 
& 

A Wonderful New Year! 

 

 

Flowers for all occasions 
 

Devine Flowers, High Street, Cookham  

T: 01628 533314 



7 



8 

Future Cantorum Concerts: 
 

Date:  Saturday 14th February 2015 

Event:  Valentines Supper Concert 

Venue:  Odney Club, Cookham SL6 9SR 

 

Date:  Saturday 17th May 2015  

Event:  Cookham Festival Gala Concert ‘Cantorum at the Opera’ 

Venue:  Holy Trinity Church, Cookham SL6 9SP 

 

Date:  Saturday 10th October 2015 

Event:  Autumn Concert with Orchestra 

Venue:  All Saints Church, Marlow SL7 2AA 

Grateful thanks are due to: 

 Our rehearsal accompanists 

 The Stationery Depot, Cookham Rise Parade 

 All others who have helped in the production of this concert 

And thanks to you, our audience,  for your continued support 
 

If you would like to become a friend of Cantorum Choir, please email us: 

info@cantorumchoir.org.uk 

 

If you or your organisation would like to consider sponsoring  

Cantorum Choir in some way, then please call us on:  

07711 056661 to discuss the various options. 
 

You can also follow us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/cantorumchoir   —   and on Twitter: @CantorumChoir 

Registered Charity no: 1136210 

www.cantorumchoir.org.uk      Cantorum Choir      info@cantorumchoir.org.uk 

This year supporting 

THE  NEUROBLASTOMA  SOCIETY     

&   

THE  BERKSHIRE  AUTISTIC  SOCIETY 


