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C antorum Choir is a dedicated and talented choir of approximately forty voices, 
based in Cookham, Berkshire. Under the directorship of Elisabeth Croft, the 

ensemble continues to earn itself a reputation as one of the leading chamber choirs 
in the area. Cantorum boasts a wide-ranging repertoire and performs professional-
quality concerts throughout the year. Two years ago, in the Choir of the Year 2014 
competition, Cantorum was placed 5th nationally in the Adult Choir category. This 
Spring, we entered the regional auditions in St Albans for Choir of the Year 2016. 
We are very proud to share the judge’s response: ‘That was absolutely sensational!’ 

CANTORUM CHOIR 
 

Patron                                   Sponsor 

Ralph Allwood MBE             Aspen Worldwide 

Soprano 

Julia Bentley-Dawkes, Kate Cromar 

Louise Evans, Kirsty Janusz 

Jenny Knight, Julia Millard 

Hilary Monaghan, Louise Smyth 

Joy Strzelecki, Deborah Templing 

Philippa Wallace 

 

 

Tenor 

Anthony Dowlatshahi, Philip Martineau 

Peter Roe, Malcolm Stork 

John Timewell 

 

Alto 

Jill Burton, Sarah Evans 

Anne Glover, Sandy Johnstone 

Angela Plant, Elspeth Scott 

Chiu Sung, Lorna Sykes 

Gill Tucker 

 

 

 

Bass 

Derek Beaven, John Buck 

Arthur Creswell, David Hazeldine 

Ed Millard, Paul Seddon 

http://www.cantorumchoir.org.uk/cantorum-about-people.php
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Elisabeth Croft (née Toye)—Music Director 
 

E lisabeth was born and raised in Cardiff. She 
graduated with a music degree from the University of 

Birmingham and then went on to gain an entrance award 
to study singing at the Royal Academy of Music, from 
where she graduated with Distinction in 2004. After a 
number of years as a professional singer, she became a 
full time vocal coach and choral trainer. For ten years, she 
worked for Berkshire Maestros; she founded several new 
choirs and was the director of Berkshire Young Voices 
from 2013 to 2016. She is currently Principal Director of 
Cantorum Choir and Thames Valley Chorus and is Head of 
Singing at Bradfield College. In 2017 she will direct the 
National Youth Training Choir of Wales. 

Robert Jones—Piano/Organ 
 
 

R obert was a Junior Exhibitioner in piano at the 
Royal College of Music and in 1975 became a Music 

Scholar at Christ Church, Oxford. He held posts as Lay 
Clerk at St George's Chapel Windsor and Westminster 
Cathedral before embarking on a career as one of 
Britain's leading consort singers, featuring on award-
winning recordings with The Tallis Scholars, The 
Orlando Consort and The Gabrieli Consort. Since 1988, 
he has been Music Director at St Bride's, London, and 
in addition to many other choral directorships has 
recently taken over as conductor of Renaissance Voices 
in Maidenhead. He continues to live in Windsor and has 
four sons who have all sung professionally. 

SOUNDING BRASS 
 

S ounding Brass is a virtuoso ensemble of 

professional brass players who met through 
their work for Berkshire Maestros—the County 
Music Hub. Since first being invited to play at 
Cantorum’s Christmas Concert in 2010, the group 
has maintained strong links with the choir and were 
prominent guests at our October 2015 concert, in 
which they played the Holst Suite No. 1 for Military 
Band. They have also joined with the choir to 
perform Rutter’s Gloria and Chilcott’s Jubilate. We 
are delighted to welcome them once again tonight. 

Trumpet 

Adam Denman 

Kevin Ransom 

 

Horn 

Alex Stead 

 

 

Trombone 

Rob Croft 

 

 

Tuba 

John Watts 
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PROGRAMME 

Tickets on sale 

for our 

Valentines 

Dinner Concert 

11th February 

The Odney Club 

Items in Bold are for All to Sing 
 

What Sweeter Music       John Rutter 
 

Adam Lay Ybounden       Peter Warlock 
 

A Spotless Rose  (Tenor solo Anthony Dowlatshahi) Herbert Howells 
 

 Reading  A Christmas Hymn (Anon) 
 

Morning Star         Arvo Pärt 
 

Once in Royal David’s City 
 

Ave Maria         Josquin des Prez 
 

A Babe is Born        William Matthias 
 

Wexford Carol  (Bass solo Arthur Creswell)  Irish trad, arr. Rutter 
 

See amid the Winter’s Snow 
 

 Reading  Cheers to Christmas (Robert Candler) 
 

Wassail Song        Trad, arr. Vaughan Williams 
 

 

INTERVAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sussex Carol         Trad, arr. Willcocks 
 

Shepherd’s Pipe Carol      John Rutter 
 

 Reading  Light in the Darkness (Norval Clyne) 
 

Lully, Lulla, Thou Little Tiny Child     Kenneth Leighton 
 

Good King Wenceslas 
 

Here Is The Little Door      Herbert Howells 
 

The Holly And The Ivy      Trad, arr, Willcocks 
 

For Him All Stars Have Shone     Bob Chilcott 
    (Soprano solo Deborah Templing) 
 

Hark, the Herald Angels Sing! 
 

The Twelve Days of Christmas     Trad, arr. Rutter 
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For All to Sing 

1  
Once in royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for his bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ, her little child.  
 
2 
He came down to earth from Heaven 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, 
And his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and meek and lowly 
Lived on earth our Saviour Holy. 
 
3 
And through all his wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as he. 

 

4 
For he is our childhood’s pattern, 
Day by day like us he grew, 
He was little, weak and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us he knew: 
And he feeleth for our sadness, 
And he shareth in our gladness. 
 
5 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through his own redeeming love, 
For that child, so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heaven above. 
And he leads his children on 
To the place where he is gone. 

 
6 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him; but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 
Where like stars his children crowned 
All in white shall wait around.  

1 
See amid the winter’s snow 
Born for us on earth below; 
See the tender Lamb appears 
Promised from eternal years: 
Refrain: 
Hail, thou ever blessed morn; 
Hail, redemption’s happy dawn; 
Sing through all Jerusalem, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 
2 
Lo, within a manger lies 
He who built the starry skies; 
He who, throned in height sublime, 
Sits amid the cherubim: 
Refrain 
 

3 
Sacred infant, all divine, 
What a tender love is thine, 
Thus to come from highest bliss 
Down to such a world as this: 
Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
4 
Teach, O teach us, Holy Child, 
By thy face so meek and mild, 
Teach us to resemble thee 
In thy sweet humility: 
Refrain 
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1 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th’angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born King. 
 

2 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail th’incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born King. 

3 
Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Ris’n with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born King. 
 

1 (All voices) 
Good King Wenceslas looked out 
On the feast of Stephen, 
When the snow lay round about, 
Deep and crisp and even: 
Brightly shone the moon that night, 
Though the frost was cruel, 
When a poor man came in sight, 
Gath’ring winter fuel. 
 

2 (Gentlemen) 
“Hither, page, and stand by me, 
If thou know’st it, telling, 
Yonder peasant, who is he? 
Where and what his dwelling?” 
(Ladies and Treble Voices) 
“Sire, he lives a good league hence, 
Underneath the mountain, 
Right against the forest fence, 
By Saint Agnes’ fountain.” 
 

3 (Gentlemen) 
“Bring me flesh and bring me wine. 
Bring me pine logs hither: 
Thou and I shall see him dine 
When we bear them thither.” 
(All voices) 
Page and monarch forth they went 
Forth they went together 
Through the rude wind’s wild lament 
And the bitter weather. 

4 (Ladies and treble voices) 
“Sire, the night is darker now, 
And the wind blows stronger; 
Fails my heart, I know not how; 
I can go no longer.” 
(Gentlemen) 
“Mark my footsteps, good my page, 
Tread thou in them boldly. 
Thou shalt find the winter’s rage 
Freeze thy blood less coldly.” 
 

5 (All voices) 
In his master’s steps he trod, 
Where the snow lay dinted; 
Heat was in the very sod 
Which the saint had printed. 
Therefore Christian men be sure, 
Wealth or rank possessing, 
Ye who now will bless the poor, 
Shall yourselves find blessing. 
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THIS YEAR’S CHOSEN CHARITIES 

C antorum Choir endeavours to support two specially chosen charities each year 
with a donation from our proceeds. The aim is to make the choices of particular 

relevance to the area or to members of the choir. This year we are pleased and 
proud to be supporting: 

Hearing Dogs for Deaf People 
 

“We train clever dogs to help deaf people. 
 

That’s what we do in a nutshell—we train dogs to alert deaf people to sounds they 
would otherwise miss—simple sounds that many people take for granted like the 
doorbell, alarm clock and even danger signals like the fire alarm. Being aware of 
these—thanks to a hearing dog—makes a real difference to deaf people’s lives. 
Hearing dogs bring independence, confidence and companionship. Our dogs have 
even saved lives!” 

Help Musicians UK 

 

“Help Musicians UK is the leading UK charity for professional musicians of all genres, 
from starting out through to retirement. 
 

We help at times of crisis, but also at times of opportunity, giving people the extra 
support they need at a crucial stage that could make or break their career. 
 

We offer practical, positive support to emerging, professional and retired musicians—
whatever the genre. 
 

Music is a wonderful gift, but being a musician is a uniquely demanding career.” 

Retiring collection in aid of both charities 

https://www.hearingdogs.org.uk/helping-deaf-people/
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Future Cantorum Concerts: 
 

Date:  Saturday 11th February 2017 

Event:  Valentines Dinner Concert 

Venue:  The Odney Club, Cookham SL6 9SR 
 

Date:  Saturday 24th June 2017 

Event:  Summer Concert 

Venue:  Holy Trinity Church, Cookham SL6 9SP 
 

Date:  Saturday 14th October 2017 

Event:  Autumn Concert 

Venue:  All Saints Church, Marlow SL7 2AA 

Grateful thanks are due to: 

 Adrienne Black, Jozef Janik & Marisa Cornford (Pianists and Rehearsal Deputies) 

 The Stationery Depot, Cookham Rise Parade 

 Greggs Bakery 

 All others who have helped in the production of this concert 
 

And thanks to you, our audience, for your continued support! 

If you would like to be on our mailing list, please email us: 

info@cantorumchoir.org.uk 
 

If you or your organisation would like to consider sponsoring 

Cantorum Choir in some way, then please call us on 07711 056661 

to discuss the various options 

 

 

 
 

       Cantorum Choir 
 

 @cantorumchoir 

Cantorum Choir—Registered Charity no. 1136210 

Help Cantorum Choir just by shopping online. 

Give as you Live is an award-winning fundraising platform 
for charities. Shop with your favourite stores, and a 
donation from the retailer will be made to Cantorum Choir 
without costing you a penny extra. Compare prices and shop 
at thousands of leading stores like Amazon, Expedia and 
John Lewis. 

www.cantorumchoir.org.uk 

info@cantorumchoir.org.uk 


